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PRISTINE HIDEAWAY
MAKE YOUR NEXT VACATION HOME ON THE ISLAND WHERE 

PRIVACY, SERVICE AND REALLY, REALLY GOOD FOOD 
REIGN SUPREME. BY PATRICIA TORTOLANI

Take one part Kelly Wearstler design, add a smidge of James Bond 
drama, finish with a generous dash of seaside glamour, and the result is 
quite possibly the chicest island vacation destination on the planet. The 
Four Seasons Resort and Residences Anguilla spreads over 3,200 feet of 
Caribbean beachfront with a coral cliff separating the azure waters of 

Barnes and Meads bays. The textural contrast of the contemporary interiors 
and natural topography is striking from the moment you step foot on the 

property. There’s alabaster and marble and crashing waves; petrified wood, 
mixed metal accents and modern architecture. It is the type of resort where 

007 could live happily ever after—and still feel like a total badass. 

The resort’s adult-only 
saltwater infinity-edge 

pool is the perfect 
spot for a sunset dip.
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82  ocean drive

Anguilla is also the type of 
destination that you might want 
to consider keeping quiet about. 
A British overseas territory and 
the most northerly of the Leeward 
Islands, it has no commercial 
airport, no cruise ship port and 
no megaclubs teeming with 
spring breakers. All of which 
are important to note because 
the mere fact that it takes a 
minute to get there (fly to St. 
Martin and take a half-hour 
ferry, or fly private and land at 
a small airstrip on the island) 
informs the type of traveler you’ll 
encounter on Anguilla. There 
are celebrities and billionaires 
seeking the privacy they won’t 
find on high-profile neighboring 
islands; beautiful families with 
impeccably mannered children 
and a nanny should anyone get 
fussy; and couples who desire 
nothing more than quiet corners 
to enjoy elevated cuisine, a 
perfectly stirred martini and 
breathtaking sunsets. 

The property offers guest rooms 
and suites, and also residences that 
range from one-bedroom deluxe 
studios to five-bedroom beachfront 
villas ($725,000 to $10 million, 
anguillaprivateresidences.com). 
The crown jewel is no doubt the 
beachfront villas. Fringing Barnes 
Bay, the villas are spacious (four 

to five bedrooms, 1,375 to 2,200 
square feet) and secluded. Each 
one has a private sandy beach, 
infinity-edge pool and butler 
service to cater to your every need. 

While you may be tempted 
to stay on-property—the dining 
options are truly delicious—you 
are urged by the friendly staff to 
explore. The best sightseeing is 
done by boat, allowing you to take 
in the striking vistas of the island: 
clay caves, arched rock formations 
and cliffs dotted with mountain 
goats and cacti; sheltered coves 
where sea turtles swim and 
pelicans swoop; and the infamous 
Little Bay cliff that a certain NBA 
star (cough, cough, LeBron James) 
scaled and then had to work up 
the nerve to jump off. A half 
mile offshore is Sandy Island, 
which can only be reached by a 
seasoned captain who knows how 
to navigate the reefs. The payoff 
is a spit of sand, a slice of heaven 
and the best rum punch and 
johnnycakes this side of paradise.

Clockwise from left: The architecturally stunning 
Aleta pool overlooks Meads Bay; the background 
image shows Barnes Bay Beach, where you can 
grab a bite and a cocktail at Half Shell Beach 
Bar; private villa residences offer direct access 
to the sand and sea. The villas also come with 
a residential assistant, otherwise known as 
the expert staff that can facilitate everything 
from babysitting to booking spa treatments to 
arranging a private chef to prepare the fresh 
catch of the day on your outdoor grill. 
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